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West Seattle Bridge repairs 
will last until at least 2022 


Best case: Long shutdown, new bridge needed in 10 years 
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The city of Seattle closed and began repair work on the West Seattle Bridge last month. Now, engineers say, fixing cracked concrete, which 
has been growing rapidly since 2018, and other repairs will take at least 21 months, if the bridge can be saved at all. 


By MIKE LINDBLOM 
AND HEIDI GROOVER 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


The West Seattle Bridge will 
remain closed to traffic at least 
until 2022 because of the 
prolonged efforts needed to 
first brace, and then repair, the 
cracking concrete main span, 
the city now predicts. 

And it’s not certain yet 
whether the bridge can even be 
saved. 

“Tt may not be possible to 
repair the bridge as it currently 
is,” Sam Zimbabwe, director of 
the Seattle Department of 


schools and leisure activities, 
Seattle’s busiest city-owned 
bridge will not have recovered. 
City leaders declared an 
emergency closure March 23, 
after diagonal cracks grew 
2 feet in two weeks — following 
rapid growth since late 2018 — 
in the bridge’s hollow concrete 
girders below the bridge deck. 
With the extended closure, 
residents and agencies alike 
will be forced to rethink how 


TRAFFIC LAB 


Transportation (SDOT), 
warned in a news conference 
Wednesday. “That may be 
because of the deterioration of 
the bridge, or the technical or 
financial feasibility of repair.” 
A two-year closure is sure to 
frustrate the 100,000 drivers 
and 25,000 transit riders each 
day who relied on the bridge, 


with park-and-ride lots, which 
the city typically forbids. 


“I think the reality is, given 


how long this bridge is going to 
be out, we’re going to have to 
do more of everything and be 
more creative in how we do it,” 
Durkan said. 


That could include new bus 


lines that go directly to Sound 
Transit stations, she said. No 

details or sites have been cho- 
sen yet, but a temporary park- 


until the coronavirus outbreak 
dramatically cut traffic. Later 
this year when people presum- 
ably resume trips to jobs, 


people travel. Thousands may 

opt to continue telecommuting. 
Mayor Jenny Durkan men- 

tioned more transit combined 


and-ride lot did serve water-taxi 
users in January 2019 during a 
Highway 99 closure. 

See > BRIDGE, A16 
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Read all of our pandemic 
coverage, plus live updates, at 
st.news/coronavirus 


Positive 

virus tests 
at UW lab 
on decline 


PAST THE PEAK | But to 
stay the course, we need 
to keep staying home. 


By SANDI DOUGHTON 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

A new analysis of tests conducted 
at the UW Medicine Virology lab 
adds to the evidence that Washing- 
ton is bending the curve on the 
novel coronavirus epidemic. 

The percentage of specimens 
positive for the virus appears to 
have peaked on March 28 and has 
been trending downward ever 
since. If the trend continues, the 
rate of positive tests could drop 
below 2% by late April and — 
potentially — below 1% percent by 
mid-May. But reaching such low 
levels is dependent on maintaining 
the current level of social distanc- 
ing. 

“Our data indicate a true bending 
of the curve in prevalence of SARS- 
CoV-2 in the Seattle area and the 
state of Washington,” says the 
report from researchers at the 
University of Washington and the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center. 

On Wednesday, state health 
officials announced an additional 
89 cases — the lowest number since 
March 7, when the epidemic was 
beginning to accelerate — and 26 
deaths from COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus. 
The new numbers bring Washing- 

See > PEAK, A6 


Coronavirus 
compounds 
Boeing’s crisis; 
analysts see 
bleak future 


By DOMINIC GATES 
Seattle Times aerospace reporter 


Following the grounding of the 
best-selling 737 MAX that has se- 
verely strained Boeing’s resources 
for 13 months, the coronavirus 
pandemic has now grounded most 
of the rest of the global commercial 
jet fleet. As Boeing’s leadership 
reckons with the new reality few 
airlines can take the planes they 
have on order, it will soon be forced 
to slash planned production rates — 
a prospect that could bring steep 
job losses. 

If a recovery to former levels of 
air travel stretches into years, as 
some experts project, the collapse 
in the company’s business could 
rival the three years after the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, when manage- 
ment cut production almost in half 
and 27,000 Boeing jobs in this state 
melted away. 

A former senior Boeing leader, 
who asked for anonymity to speak 
freely about the situation, said to 
conserve cash and stay in business, 
production cuts could again go that 
deep. 

“Tt’s easy to think they'll go back 
to not more than half of what they 
were at peak,” he said. 

See > BOEING, A5 


Joblessness is 
surging, yet 
Seattle rents 
continue rising 


By SYDNEY BROWNSTONE AND 
KATHERINE KHASHIMOVA LONG 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


ICE ‘is operating on quicksand’ 


Some Tacoma detainees freed, but 
advocates say outbreak inevitable 


By NINA SHAPIRO 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

As the novel coronavirus 
ravages the region’s economy, 
resulting in the fastest pace of 
layoffs on record, Seattle-area 
rents are continuing to rise, 
surprising new data shows. 

The information arrives at the 
same time local leaders are call- 
ing for rent and mortgage freezes 
in the face of widespread eco- 
nomic fallout, and complaints 
about rent increases have drawn 
the attention of the state attorney 
general. 

Rents on new listings in Seattle 
rose 0.5% in March over Febru- 
ary, and about the same amount 
year over year, according to 
research from online rental 
platform Apartment List. 

Against the advice of industry 
groups, some landlords are even 
raising rents on existing tenants, Mill 


Last weekend, a man recently 
held at the Northwest detention 
center in Tacoma tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus. 

Immigration officials say he 
contracted the virus after being 
transferred to an Arizona facility 
March 31, according to a court 
filing. He wasn’t showing symp- 
toms when he left Tacoma, and no 
detainees he was housed with 
there have shown any, either. 

But Matt Adams, of the North- 
west Immigrant Rights Project 
(NWIRP), said there is no way to 
tell where and when the man got 
the virus given that “ICE, and in 
fact the whole country, is operat- 
ing on quicksand.” 

Like prisons and other congre- 
gate facilities, detention centers 
offer fertile breeding ground for 
COVID-19. The heightened risk to 
older detainees and those with 
health conditions led NWIRP and 
the ACLU to file a lawsuit last 
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Karlena Dawson, who was released from the Northwest detention 


center, says she was afraid of contracting coronavirus from guards. E OOS Are LimesGo. 
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month on behalf of vulnerable 

plaintiffs seeking immediate 

release from the Tacoma facility. 
Underscoring the uncertainty, 


Adams said, officials there “contin- 
ue to avoid testing people.” 
Calling from the detention 
See > DETENTION, A6 


possibly to try to protect them- 
selves when other tenants come 
See > RENTS, A16 
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